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The Foundation for the Development of
Africa (FIDA) is using George as the pilon
ey opoll out s "l Bopport Adrica”
chmpaign which is aimed of stimulating the
Afmican  economy  through  ereating  in-
creaned trivide and business opportunities.

A group of community  leaders  from
Ueorge gave then unonimons support for
the Tocal pilot campaign. "T Support
Cieorge” afler listenimg. o ab inroduction
by the FDA at Fancourt last week,

"l Sopport Geaorge” will focus on fa-
cilitatimg  Jocal buziness ond  cther 1ai-
iatives that are conducive o sustaingble
dovelopment, starting & campaign that will
eventually span the whole continent.

The campaign stands on two legs, Firstly,
Iocal products and services (i the informal
and forminl seclor) are s be listed and
slvoardnsed through the FDDA's extensive
database on its different web- sites. This
process will be doven by a local oo
sl Ve,

"Through the FDA' s database, businesscs
and individuals can get their products and
services into the intemational marker -
propemies, polf courses, comimunity pro-
Jeots, e, We can put people inlo contact
with people,” said FDA Chairman Peter
Metcalfe.

The other leg of the campaign is part of the
Alrica Trade Centre video conferencing or
TolePresence notwork which  currently
commprises 2RI ‘siafons” soom o be ATC
host centres throughout the world. These
host centres will now be deployed through-
ot - the continent, twio of whiel w4l hi
Bapedd Boere ol Chabaad aind Fancourt, They

‘| SUPPORT GEORGE®

aid, let’s trade
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Al the presentation of the Foundation for the Development of Africa af Fancourt were (Froem lefi)

Bishop Donald Harker. Stewart Tracey of Vodacom Golf Village, FDA Chakrman Peter Metcalia, Mikg

Hengon, FDA director: event facilitation, Or Warren Bums, environmentsd specislist and Ina lo Boux,
FOA director of Womean Developmant Photo: Alids de Beer

will effer state-of-the=ar video-conferene-
ing facilities aimed ai providing an in
tematicnal trading  pladform for  African
bustiess.
Bacome involved

Georgians may become involved by
sdding their name to the "1 sapport George”
campaign as well as by adding their prod-
uchs amd services. o the nanonal datahase.
This 1% for FREE.

Should a business: or individio reduine
RN X Phorsinre ik |1:|.~\. rlquujun_ LJ sgiviee, o lee

proportionate. o, the exposare will be
levied. Local revepue generated from this
database will be distributed ine o Go of
6% o the local Africa Trade Centre co-
operation and 40% to the national Africa
Trade Cenire that will cross-subsidise vil-
lages and communities that do not have
formal business environmeants 1o sistio
thetr own co-operuions,

The local co-op will be promoted to local
retailers and will idenify products {in the
informad and formal sectors) thae may meet

the requirements and quality fer expoit
purposscs. Funding received from the Trade
Centre will olso be used for the purchasing
of - products. for which markeis will be
seoured, sand Meicolfe,

The possibility of frenchising the trade
centry concepl throughoul Adrica s alse
being imvestignted with inferest already
surfacing from Nigeria

An official lonch of the Co-OpETalion in
Creorge will be held later this year where a
nEmagement  commmties  will be  an
nounced, An operational manual prosvided
by the AFrica Trade Contre. will be handed
over (o the committes & this nocasion

Mcdoalle called on business amd  oiher
orgamisations to become invalved, "Even
tually, we also wish for people on’ ground
level o initiste and implement business
prigects, no mstier how insignificant, that
would fepd o job credtion and the stim
ulation of the économy.”

He said positive participation wus pre-
reguisite for the suecess of the campaign
“Farticipate prosctively by irading Tocally
ad supporting local  products and ser
vices "

The George Herald is ulready on board
and hos agreed o provide ongoing pob-
ity wothe campaign,

Wil www. isupportgeorge.co.za for maons
information,

B The FDA has been existence for 10
years. The Africa Trade Centre i partnered
with LGBN (Local Government Business
MEtwork ),

For more information on the FIDDA and
ATC, visit  www.africa-trade-centre . com
amd wiww foundation-develogrment-
alrica.org
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